Pure alexia from a posterior occipital lesion.
The authors report a patient with pure alexia (letter-by-letter reading) selectively impaired for kana (Japanese phonograms), cerebral achromatopsia, and right lower quadrantanopsia after hemorrhage in the left posterior occipital lobe, mainly under the lateral occipital gyri. The patient also could not recognize some single-character kana, nor could he discriminate between two shapes of a similar size. The authors believe that the posterior occipital lobe, including the lateral occipital gyri, is specialized to recognize kana characters in this patient.